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EUROPE AND EX-URSS

European Union more 

heterogeneous, Balkans 

facing EU entry challenge

Finland and Norway

place, Bulgaria th) and Greece th) have 

bad performers. Targeted attacks and death 

-

mic crisis highlighted the fragility of its media 

-

-

Hungary
th

The precedent set by this legislation, adop-

-

model’s credibility.

France is still in a disappointing position 
th

Italy st), 

-

king still bears his mark, especially another 

Against the extraordinary backdrop of the 

United Kingdom 
th

protection of privacy and its response to the 

-

sharpened. Estonia rd) stayed at the top of 

Lithuania and Latvia

the government and media have improved 

Slovakia th

ceased to be prime minister.

-

in very small markets, and self-censorship 

-

Bosnia-Herze-

govina th), Montenegro th), Albania 
th) and Macedonia th

-

Turkey back to old habits, 

Azerbaijan and Belarus 

locked into repression

Turkey -
th. Despite the diversity 

DIFFERENCES INCREASE IN EUROPE
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-

lists. Under the pretext of combating terrorism, 

in the investigations into the Ergenekon conspi-

-

of arrests, the massive phone taps and the 

-

climate of intimidation in the media.

In Russia nd), the media freedom pano-

-

impact of these reforms remains to be determi-

-

cracy protests, both Belarus th) and Azer-

baijan nd) have fallen sharply and are 

approaching the bottom of the index. Their lea-

are both predators of press freedom and both 

-

increased harassment of independent media 

-

Georgia th) is paying the price for the 

violent dispersal of an opposition demonstra-

tion in May and the persistent harassment of 

-

Armenia

-

lenge that still needs to be tackled.

In Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan

violent death throes and inter-ethnic massacres 

th

Tajikistan nd

independent media.

Kazakhstan’s th) improved only 

the index this year. In reality, in a bid to main-

to gain control of the Internet. Online content 

Uzbekistan th) and Turkmenistan th), 

have access only to a highly-censored national 

based abroad.

Ukraine th

-

of censorship and many physical attacks on 
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